
How long since you last visited a dentist?
In 2000, 69% of Montana adults reported that they had visited a dentist in the past 12 months.

More females (72%) reported that they had visited a dentist in the past year than males (66%).

The percentage of adults who visited a dentist in the past year increased with increasing education, with a much greater

prevalence of college-educated adults seeing a dentist in the past year (>80%).

The percentage of adults who visited a dentist in the past year increased for households with annual income levels of
$25,000 or more ( 68%).

How many of your permanent teeth have been removed due to tooth decay or gum
disease?

In 2000, 19% of Montana adults reported having had six or more permanent teeth removed.

The percentage of adults who reported having had six or more permanent teeth removed increased with increasing age.

Only 1% of adults aged 18 to 24 reported having six or more teeth removed compared with 55% of adults aged 65 and

older.  Of adults aged 65 and older, 31% (±5%) reported having had all their permanent teeth removed, while 16% had none

removed.

The percentages of adults reporting that they had six or more teeth removed declined with increasing education and

annual household income levels.

How long has it been since you had your teeth “cleaned” by a dentist or dental
hygienist?

In 2000, 67% of Montana adults who had teeth and had ever been to a dentist reported having had their teeth cleaned by
a dentist or dental hygienist in the past year.

More females (72%) reported having had their teeth cleaned by a dentist or dental hygienist in the past year than males

(62%).

Adults aged 25-34 (54%) were less likely to have had their teeth cleaned by a dentist or dental hygienist in the past year

than older aged individuals ( 73%).

College graduates (>78%) and adult Montanans earning $50,000 or more per year (>84%) were significantly more likely to
have had their teeth cleaned in the past year.

Healthy People 2000 Objectives:

13.3 Increase to at least 45 percent the proportion of people aged 35 to 44 who have never lost a permanent tooth due to
dental caries or periodontal diseases.

13.4 Reduce to no more than 20 percent the proportion of people aged 65 and older who have lost all of their natural teeth.
13.14 Increase to at least 70 percent the proportion of people aged 35 and older using the oral health care system each year.
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Healthy People 2010 Objectives:

21-3 Increase the proportion of adults (to at least 45 percent) who have never had a permanent tooth extracted because
of dental caries or periodontal disease.

21-4 Reduce the proportion of older adults (to no more than 20 percent) who had all their natural teeth extracted.
Increase  the proportion of children and adults (to 83 percent) who use the oral health care system each year.
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* Denominator includes those people who ever visited a dentist or dental clinic and who have teeth.



Figure 7.  Permanent Teeth Removed, Percent of Montana Adults by Number of Teeth, 1999- 2000.

Figure 8.  Last Visit to a Dentist or Dental Clinic, Percent of Montana Adults by Time Period, 1999-2000.
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